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To the Faithful of the Diocese of St. Augustine, 

Just a few weeks ago - more than 500 people gathered with me at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Augustine for the Rites of Election. These catechumens and candidates accompanied by many of 
their pastors and deacons have been preparing for the final leg of their journey of faith when they 
will receive the sacraments of initiation. 

On Holy Saturday, at the Easter Vigil, men, women and children are initiated into the Church 
celebrating their baptism, confirmation, and the first reception of the Holy Eucharist with 
us. And celebrating with them that evening, and throughout the day on Easter Sunday, all of us 
renew our baptismal promises. 

This year because of the ex;_:raordinary circumstances surrounding the corona virus pandemic, we 
will not be able to gather in our churches. Nevertheless, there is a reason for hope. 

When God chose Moses and directed him to go to the Pharoah - he paused and asked God - who 
am I to do this? God assures Moses - to not fear: I will be with you. When Gabriel visits Mary 
to tell her she will have the child Jesus - the message from God is the same: Do not be afraid -
you have found favor with 

1
God. And when the disciples seemed doomed by a terrible storm -

they heir Jesus speak the s21lle words: Do not be afraid, it is I. 

In the liiurgy for the Easter Vigil, there is a powerful prayer: "May this day inflame us with new 
hope. May be Light of Christ dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds." Indeed, this year we 
need to hear the words: "May the Light of Christ dispel darkness. Do not be afraid." 

The scripture readings for fae Easter Vigil are remarkable - they trace the entire sacred story of 
salvation - from the moment of creation through the birth of Christ and the marvel of Goci' s 
beloved Son's passion, death and resurrection. We learn in the history of our salvation, the 
delight that God takes in usJ that he rescues and saves us, that we can call upon him, that he 
remains near to us, and that e continually creates anew our hearts: 

This Easter is so different for all of us - affecting all generations. But the message is the 
same: Do not be afraid. 

On Easter morning, one of the beautiful Gospels is when Mary of Magdalen discovers the empty 
tomb - and Peter and the beloved disciple, John, rush to find him. May we continue our search 
for him in our lives - indeed, rush to find him in new and unique ways. 

Catholic Center. 11625 Old St. Augustine Road. Jacksonville, Florida. 32258-2060 
Phone: 904-262-3200. Fax 904-260-8736. Email: bishopsoffice@dosafl.com 




